
1

Brigstow is offering postgraduate research students and MRes students the opportunity 
to work with one of our experimental partnerships as they carry out research on an 
interdisciplinary and co-produced research project.

A bit about the Brigstow Institute

Brigstow brings researchers from different disciplines together with a range of partners 
across the city and beyond to experiment in new ways of l iving and being. Our research 
is underpinned by a commitment to a distinctive way of working that foregrounds inter-
disciplinary, co-produced research with – and not just for – those outside the university, 
and an emphasis on ‘crit ical making’ as a research methodology. More information 
on Brigstow can be found at www.bristol.ac.uk/brigstow/. Given this focus on human 
experience/living well, the research projects have arts/humanities researchers and/or 
social scientists taking a key role in the interdisciplinary research teams.

The Studentships
For the studentships, there is a mix of disciplines and skil ls requested, from poetry to 
robotics, from creative methods to data analysis, from law to sound. And if you don’t feel 
you’re a perfect f it, please sti l l  consider applying – this is as much about your career and 
skil ls development as it is about assisting a research project.

There are seven studentships available, each serving different projects. Annex A on page 
3 provides an overview of the projects on offer, as well as details regarding:

• the disciplinary knowledge and skil ls required from the successful applicant,
• an overview of the tasks you would be expected to undertake.
• the expected total number of hours you would spend on the project (working 

patterns to be discussed between the project teams and the successful 
applicants).

The hourly pay rate for all studentships is £13.05 plus holiday pay (equivalent of £14.63 
per hour).

You can apply for more than one internship, but if successful, will only be able to 
take up one offer.

Once on the project, there may be other Brigstow events or activit ies of interest to you. 
We ask all seedcorn project teams to attend a work in progress meeting where 1-3 projects 
share their progress so far, discuss approaches and share best practice.  As a student on 
a seedcorn project, we’d hope you would be able to attend (they are usually held during a 
Wednesday lunchtime).
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Eligibility 

This opportunity is open to all students registered at the University of Bristol to undertake a:

• Eligible postgraduate research degree:
• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
• Professional doctorate (EdD, EngD, DEdPsych, MD, DDS)
• Master ’s degree by research (MMus, MPhil or MScR)
 

• Eligible postgraduate taught degree:
• Master of research (MRes)

If you are successful, in order to be paid you wil l have to provide proof that you have the 
right to work in the UK.

How can I apply?

You can apply for a Brigstow Studentship by completing the 2021 Seedcorn Student 
Application form. This wil l be viewed by an interdisciplinary team with external partners so 
please be clear about your background and why you are excited by the project.

What are the deadlines for applying and carrying out the 
studentship?

Applications should be submitted by 12 noon Friday 9th April 2021.

We will notify people as soon as we can but would expect the studentships to take place 
between April and September 2021.

Contact

If you have any questions, please email hello-brigstow@bristol.ac.uk in the first instance.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG8-SiJdpat1GvQYA3FSyulJURVkySk8zWjhKV1NIQU1MWDNFV1ZQM1JJOSQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=c2EF4C4D4-465A-441B-94D3-A2A8B81D855E
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG8-SiJdpat1GvQYA3FSyulJURVkySk8zWjhKV1NIQU1MWDNFV1ZQM1JJOSQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=c2EF4C4D4-465A-441B-94D3-A2A8B81D855E
mailto:hello-brigstow%40bristol.ac.uk?subject=2021%20Studentship
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Annex A.

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

P a g e  4 " P o s e d  a s  a  W o m a n . " S t u d e n t s h i p  1

P a g e  5 " B u i l d i n g  I n s t r u m e n t s " S t u d e n t s h i p  2

P a g e s  6  &  7 " P r e h e n s i o n  B l o o m s " S t u d e n t s h i p s  3  &  4

P a g e  8 " A D 4 G a m e s " S t u d e n t s h i p  5

P a g e  9 " M e t r e  a n d  M e m o r i s a t i o n " S t u d e n t s h i p  6

P a g e  1 0 " W h a t  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  t a l k  a b o u t 
m e n o p a u s e ? "

S t u d e n t s h i p  7
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A paid opportunity for a student researcher to work with the research team of 
Brigstow 2021 Seedcorn "Posed as a Woman". 

Involving Prof. Josie McLellan (History), Dr Sarah Jones (History), Professor Lois 
Bibbings (University of Bristol Law School), Tom Marshman (Artist) and Nia Evans 
(Producer).

About the project: 

This research takes the story of Jenny Moore/Robert Coulthard from the early 
1900s to ask how we can talk about trans l ives by examining a historical character, 
with a particular focus on how living outside the law shaped the meaning and 
experience of Jenny Moore/Robert Coulthard. 

The Studentship:

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful: 

• A interest in hidden LGBTQI+ Histories
• Laws around gender and sexuality.
• Ideally legal research experience or some law related experience
• Ideally an interest in policing and the criminal justice system.
• An interest in genealogy

What you will be expected to do: 

Research and explore the following areas, from the late 19th to early 20th Century:

• Legal and law related materials including cases, statutes and legal texts 
• Hard labour,
• Alan Turing law (Turing’s pardon, Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, 

Policing and Crime Act 2017),
• Convictions for pickpocketing, Hosting unruly houses.

The research is expected to take place online, using digit ised newspapers, 
archives and secondary l iterature.

Number of Hours:

80

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

Posed as a Woman. 
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A paid opportunity for a student researcher to work with Brigstow funded 
2021 Seedcorn project "Building Instruments: Community soundscapes for 
urban exploration and sonic architecture".

Involving Joshua Taylor (Computer science), Dr Pete Bennett (Computer Science), 
Jameson Musyoki (Freelance Researcher), Anna Rutherford (Architecture Centre), 
Stephen Hilton (Global City Futures).

About the project:

How much do the sounds around you affect your mood? How much do you need to 
modify a city's soundscape to give measurable positive benefit to its cit izens? This 
project wil l explore how noise pollution in the city can be mapped, its effects on 
people's wellbeing and how communities can be built up around a series of artistic 
and sonic interventions tackling this issue. We are particularly inspired by the 
recent changes in sonic characteristics of Bristol, especially in the first lockdown 
when whole roads and areas went quiet due to the lack of traffic, allowing quieter 
sounds to emerge.

Much like air quality, the sounds of our cit ies have been shown to affect our 
wellbeing and health (Source: WHO, Defra). We’ll explore using cit izen science to 
observe existing soundscapes and capture individuals’ perceptions. This wil l build 
public engagement and highlight the issue of noise pollution in the city. We’ll use 
the engagement to modify and reduce the issue through interventions of sonic art 
installations, both building instruments to play the city and equipping buildings to 
become instruments.

Our project has three distinct phases.  Mapping the soundscapes of Bristol, 
Building Instruments and creating a Sonic Trail. Through each of these phases, we 
wil l be raising research questions around the central topic of “how to l ive well with 
the sounds of the city”.

The Studentship:

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful: 

We are looking for a student researcher undertaking study in social science in 
qualitative research.

Outcomes:

We are interested in gauging the public’s opinion of sound in the built environment 
around Bristol and the surrounding area. 

What you will be expected to do:

Must be happy to undertake and analyse interviews with the public. An interest in 
sounds and/or architecture would be a bonus!

Number of Hours: 80

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

Building Instruments

2.
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Two paid opportunities for student researchers to work with the research 
team of Brigstow 2021 Seedcorn "Prehension Blooms: Expanding access to 
creative spaces for isolated people using soft robots".

Involving Dr Hemma Philamore (Engineering Mathematics), Dr Helen Manchester 
(Education), Adrienne Hart (Neon Dance).

About the project:

This timely project, that explores social isolation and digital cultural participation, 
wil l be focused on the development of a prototype kit of deployable robots in 
response to the question: “How can I be present and connect with other bodies in a 
space where I am not?” The goal is ult imately to develop soft, telepresence robots 
that allow their operators to experience creative and social spaces remotely.
We will work with a group of socially isolated older and younger people to co-
design a swarm of miniature, soft robots through a series of workshops. Our aim is 
for workshop participants to co-author the design of the soft robots, that wil l later 
be teleoperated, as a way to create behaviours that are familiar and user-centred. 
The value and impact of the robot avatars on cultural participation and social 
connections wil l be evaluated and  used to develop the deployable kit for use in 
future Neon Dance performances, and disseminated to other potential users. This 
research wil l explore the l ived realit ies of older (65+) and younger people (16-
24) experiencing loneliness and isolation. The work wil l contribute to the recent 
emergence of robotics as a means for isolated people to experience spaces 
remotely for cultural and social interaction.

Studentship 1:

What you will be expected to do: 

This research project wil l be focused on the design of an easy-to-use mechanism 
for assembling pneumatic soft robotic actuators to create robots with different 
morphologies. This can include research on candidate technologies and 
mechanisms as well as CAD and rapid prototyping.  

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful: 

It is suitable for a student researcher with an interest in robot hardware 
development, including design and fabrication, and has a particular focus on soft, 
pneumatically driven robots.  

Outcomes: 

The aim is to integrate the design outputs developed during the studentship 
into the hardware to be used in the co-creation workshops. The robots 
developed wil l subsequently be used as telepresence avatars for 
participants to access creative spaces such as the Bristol Beacon in a 
performance schedule commencing in October 2021.  

Number of hours : 40 hours

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

Prehension Blooms

3.
See next page for Prehension Blooms: Studentship 2
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Studentship 2:

What you will be expected to do:

To support the team to develop a process of co-design in a series of workshops, 
developing methods of qualitative research to record and evaluate both the co-
design process and the value that the older and younger people experience 
through their participation and experience of the soft robots.

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful:

It is suitable for a student researcher with an interest in co-design, social 
connectedness, digital technology development and qualitative research and 
evaluation.

Outcomes:

The co-creation workshops wil l inform the design of robots that wil l subsequently 
be used as telepresence avatars for participants to access creative spaces such 
as the Bristol Beacon in a performance schedule commencing in October 2021. 
Opportunities for joint writ ing from the internship with academics involved.

Number of hours : 

40 hours

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

Prehension Blooms
Cont.

4.
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Making video games accessible for visually impaired 
players 

A paid opportunity for a student researcher to work with the research team 
of Brigstow 2021 Seedcorn "AD4Games: making video games accessible for 
visually impaired players".

Involving Xiaochun Zhang (Translation Studies), Stuart Gray (Computer Science), 
Andy Flack (History), Jane Devoy (Audio Describer), Sonia Castelo Branco (Audio 
Describer), Claire Morwood (Game Developer) and Chella Ramanan (Game 
Developer).

About the project:

There are 2.7 bil l ion active gamers in the world who generate  $174.9 bil l ion in 
revenue for the gaming industry in 2020 (Newzoo, 2020). However, most video 
games are not accessible or fully accessible for people with disabil it ies, who 
account for 15% of the world population (WHO, 2018). Game accessibil i ty for 
players with sight loss is especially challenging due to the visual and interactive 
nature of games. Audio description (AD) is a service that makes (audio)visual 
products accessible to visually impaired users. This project investigates how AD 
can improve game accessibil i ty by working with professional audio describers, 
game developers, and visually impaired gamers. We will use the game Before I 
Forget, developed by two of our partners, to carry out various experiments, testing 
possible ways AD can enhance game accessibil i ty. 

The Studentship:

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful:  

A student researcher interested in game streaming and game accessibil i ty with 
knowledge of the game industry and good communication skil ls.  

What you will be expected to do: 

The student researcher would be expected to participate in recruiting and 
organising visually impaired video game players to participate in workshops and 
meetings. The student would also to be expected to record experiments, take 
notes, and help analyse data.   

Number of hours:

25 hours 

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

AD4Games

5.
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A paid opportunity for a student researcher to work with the research team of 
Brigstow 2021 Seedcorn "Metre and Memorisation".

Involving Dr Will iam Wooten (English), Prof. Chris Jarrold (Psychological Science), 
Dr Nina Kazanina (Psychological Science).

About the project:

This is an interdisciplinary project between English and Psychology investigating 
the psychological effects of verse which wil l concentrate upon the effects of verse 
memorisation. Advocates of poetry memorisation stress its virtues as a distinct 
means of l i terary appreciation but also claim associated benefits such as the 
imparting of sophisticated language use or an improvement in overall memory 
skil ls including the off-setting of the effects of dementia.  It seems that, whether 
for its own sake or for the cognitive and psychological benefits that attend it, 
learning poetry by heart wil l be a contributing factor to wellbeing in the 21st 
century. Yet if calls to embed the poetry memorisation in school curricula more 
widely or to make it a part of therapeutic practice are to have weight, there is a 
need for these calls to be based not just on argument and anecdote but on reliable 
empirical evidence and scholarly scrutiny. The project shall be conducting a series 
of online experiments on Zoom to assess the efficacy and psychological effects of 
different methods of memorisation. We shall also be raising awareness of poetry 
memorisation more generally by activit ies including a poetry competit ion for 
schools. 

The Studentship:

What you will be expected to do:

The student researcher would be involved in raising public awareness of the 
project online and in processing the further research data concerning poetry 
memorisation that this generates, as well as in conducting and writ ing up possible 
follow-up interviews following the main experiments. 

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful: 

 We are looking for a student researcher who has good interpersonal, IT and 
organisational skil ls, experience of collecting and analysing research data, and, 
ideally, an interest in poetry and experience of dealing with the general public.

Number of hours:

80 Hours

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.

Metre and Memorisation

6.
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A paid opportunity for a student researcher to work with the research team of 
Brigstow 2021 Seedcorn "What is the best way to talk about menopause?".

Involving Dr Vanessa Beck (School of Management), Yvonne Melvil le (Fife Cultural 
Trust), and Fiona Miller (Tricky Hat Productions).

About the project:

This project focuses on a central question - what is the best way to talk about 
menopause in an open, supportive and informative way? There are a range of 
recurring questions and research gaps that this project aims to address in relation 
to conversations about menopause, such as how the invisibil i ty that women 
experience makes it more diff icult to talk about the menopause, what are the 
positive aspects of the menopause, what role could social clowning have and is 
there a useful space for intergenerational menopause conversations? There wil l 
be a number of conversations taking place and the aim is to produce a “Talking 
Menopause Toolkit”. The toolkit wil l present options and opportunities for people 
to think about menopause conversations in different ways, rather than being 
prescriptive.

The Studentship:

What you will be expected to do:

The student researcher would undertake l iterature, archival and other searches for 
ideas and inspirations on how to start conversations about menopause and collate 
these to present to the team. Primarily this would be desk based research that 
might incorporate academic l iterature search skil ls but might be focussed more 
on scanning the internet for ideas and different approaches. They would also, in 
collaboration with members of the team where appropriate, integrate additional 
thoughts and ideas that come out of the workshops.

The disciplinary knowledge or skills that would be particularly useful: 

A good understanding of communication issues would be beneficial as would good 
online and social media skil ls. We are looking for someone with good writ ing skil ls, 
someone who has an interest in the topic and interdisciplinary and co-produced 
research, has experience of qualitative research approaches, and, ideally, an 
interest in new and creative approaches to engaging people.

Number of hours:

80 Hours

2021 Seedcorn Studentships. Annex A.
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